PARSHAT RE’EH: JEWISH SLAVERY
This guide corresponds to the video: The Strange Laws Of Jewish Slavery

TEACHER’S GUIDE

Guide by David Block

POINTS TO PAUSE

DISCUSSION TOPICS

 1:01

Why is the promise that the Israelites will leave Egypt with great wealth
important? How is it meant serve as a conciliation to Abraham? After
terrible subjugation for hundreds of years, who cares about gifts?

 2:27

Why would God make it such that the Egyptians would happily hand over
their wealth? Does it matter how the wealth is obtained, as long as the
Israelites leave Egypt with it all? Why not have the people raid the Egyptian
homes during the plague of Darkness? Why the need for enemy
compliance?

 6:30

Let’s take a step back. If the servant is really meant to battle the Stockholm
Syndrome – the feeling of sympathy, connection, and comfort that he/she
feels for and with the master – how is gift-giving meant to accomplish that?

 7:59

Let’s consider this question: Why does the Torah command a psychological
state? It seems that the Torah rarely does that. Who cares how the master
gives the gifts, as long as he gives them? (Naturally, this will take us right
back to the question of why the Egyptians needed to give away their wealth
happily.)

FROM PRINCIPLE TO PRACTICE
While Jewish servitude is not something that we encounter today, the larger message of these laws is quite
relevant. Rabbi Fohrman mentioned that the exodus from Egypt is meant to serve as a source for developing
empathy towards others. (Teachers: You can take this opportunity to have a broader discussion about the nature
and value of empathy.) In other words, God expects us to treat others a certain way because we know how it feels
to be in that same position. The command to regularly recall the exodus, then, is not just about expressing
gratitude to God, but about cultivating empathy towards others.
The problem is this: we – all of us – have not experienced the exodus first-hand. How, then, is it meant to serves as
a source of empathy for us? We don’t know how it feels to have been in Egypt. Is God really limiting the ability to
cultivate empathy only to those who have actually experienced precisely what someone else is experiencing?
Interestingly, most of the generation to whom these laws of servitude will apply did not experience the Exodus
first-hand either. If so, what is God trying to convey? Practically, how can we ever cultivate empathy without
having experienced the thing itself? How can we feel with others if we don’t know what we should be feeling?

PARSHAT RE’EH: JEWISH SLAVERY
STUDENT GUIDE
Instructions: In the graphic organizer, categorize the flow of the laws in Deuteronomy 15:12-18 into three sections,
at least as they appear at a cursory glance. Include the verse numbers and the section title (which you will create).
In the second organizer, simply jot down your thoughts to the guiding questions as you watch the video. Sources
can be found on the next page.

SECTION 1
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• Verses: ___________
• Title/Topic: ____________________________

SECTION 2
Verses: ___________
Title/Topic: ____________________________

SECTION 3
Verses: ___________
Title/Topic: ____________________________

Why is Section 3 really in
it's proper order/place?

•____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Why must the master give
gifts to his servant upon
the complete of his/her
service?

•____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Student Guide - Sources

PARSHAT RE’EH: JEWISH SLAVERY
GENESIS 15
זַרעֲָך
ְ יִּהיֶה
ְ גֵּר- ָידֹּעַ ֵּת ַדע כִּ י,ֹּאמר ל ְַא ְב ָרם
ֶ יג וַי
 ַא ְרבַ ע-- וְ עִּ ּנּו א ָֹּתם, ַועֲבָ דּום,ְב ֶא ֶרץ ל ֹּא לָ ֶהם
. ָשנָה,ֵּמאֹות
; ָדן ָאנֹּכִּ י, ַהּגֹוי אֲ ֶשר ַי ֲעבֹּדּו-יד וְ גַם ֶאת
. ִּב ְרכֻש ּגָדֹול,כֵּן י ְֵּצאּו-וְ ַאחֲ ֵּרי

13 And He said unto Abram: 'Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a
stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall
afflict them four hundred years;
14 and also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge; and afterward
shall they come out with great substance.

EXODUS 3
; ְבעֵּ ינֵּי ִּמ ְצ ָריִּ ם, ַהזֶה- ֵּחן ָהעָ ם-כא וְ נ ַָת ִּתי ֶאת
.יקם
ָ  ל ֹּא ֵּת ְלכּו ֵּר,וְ ָהיָה כִּ י ֵּתלֵּכּון

21 And I will give this people favour in the sight of the Egyptians. And it
shall come to pass, that, when ye go, ye shall not go empty;

- כְ לֵּ י,יתּה
ָ ֵּּומּג ַָרת ב
ִּ כב וְ ָשאֲ לָה ִּא ָשה ִּמ ְש ֶכ ְנ ָתּה
 ְבנֵּיכֶ ם- עַ ל,ּוש ָמֹלת; וְ ַש ְמ ֶתם
ְ כ ֶֶסף ּוכְ ֵּלי ז ָָהב
. ִּמ ְצ ָר ִּים- ֶאת, וְ ִּנצַ ל ְֶתם, ְבנ ֵֹּּתי ֶכם-וְ עַ ל

22 but every woman shall ask of her neighbour, and of her that
sojourneth in her house, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment;
and ye shall put them upon your sons, and upon your daughters; and ye
shall spoil the Egyptians.'

DEUTERONOMY 15
-- אֹו ָהעִּ ְב ִּריָה,י ִָּמכֵּר לְָך ָא ִּחיָך ָהעִּ ְב ִּרי-יב כִּ י
 ְת ַשלְ ֶחּנּו, ַה ְש ִּביעִּ ת, ֵּשש ָשנִּים; ּובַ ָשנָה,ַועֲבָ ְדָך
. ֵּמעִּ ָמְך,חָ פְ ִּשי

12 If thy brother, a Hebrew man, or a Hebrew woman, be sold unto thee,
he shall serve thee six years; and in the seventh year thou shalt let him go
free from thee.

,ל ֹּא ְת ַשלְ ֶחּנּו-- ֵּמעִּ ָמְך, ְת ַשל ְֶחּנּו ָחפְ ִּשי-יג וְ כִּ י
.יקם
ָ ֵּר

13 And when thou lettest him go free from thee, thou shalt not let him go
empty;

ּומּג ְָרנְָך
ִּ , ִּמצ ֹּא ְנָך, לֹו,יד ַה ֲענֵּיק ַת ֲע ִּניק
.לֹו- ִּת ֶתן,ֹלהיָך
ֶ ֱ אֲ ֶשר בֵּ ַרכְ ָך ְיהוָה א:יִּקבֶ ָך
ְ ּומ
ִּ

14 thou shalt furnish him liberally out of thy flock, and out of thy
threshing-floor, and out of thy winepress; of that wherewith the LORD
thy God hath blessed thee thou shalt give unto him.

, וַ יִּפְ ְדָך,ית ְב ֶא ֶרץ ִּמצְ ַריִּ ם
ָ ִּ כִּ י עֶ בֶ ד ָהי,טו וְ ָז ַכ ְר ָת
 ַה ָדבָ ר- ֶאת,כֵּן ָאנֹּכִּ י ְמצַ ּוְ ָך-ֹלהיָך; עַ ל
ֶ ֱיְה ָוה א
. ַהיֹום--הַ ֶזה

15 And thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in the land of
Egypt, and the LORD thy God redeemed thee; therefore I command thee
this thing to-day.

 כִּ י: ל ֹּא ֵּאצֵּ א ֵּמעִּ ָמְך,ֹּאמר ֵּאלֶיָך
ַ י-טז וְ ָהיָה כִּ י
.טֹוב לֹו עִּ ָמְך- כִּ י,יתָך
ֶ ֵּב-אֲ ֵּה ְבָך וְ ֶאת

16 And it shall be, if he say unto thee: 'I will not go out from thee';
because he loveth thee and thy house, because he fareth well with thee;

, וְ נ ַָת ָתה ְב ָאזְ נֹו ּובַ ֶדלֶת, ַ ַה ַמ ְרצֵּ ע-יז וְ ל ַָק ְח ָת ֶאת
.כֵּן- ַתע ֲֶשה, עֶ בֶ ד עֹו ָלם; וְ ַאף ַלאֲ ָמ ְתָך,וְ ָהיָה לְָך

17 then thou shalt take an awl, and thrust it through his ear and into the
door, and he shall be thy bondman for ever. And also unto thy
bondwoman thou shalt do likewise.

 ְב ַשלֵּחֲ ָך אֹּתֹו ָחפְ ִּשי,י ְִּק ֶשה ְבעֵּ ינֶָך-יח ל ֹּא
; עֲבָ ְדָך ֵּשש ָשנִּים,כִּ י ִּמ ְשנֶה ְשכַר ָשכִּ יר--מֵּ עִּ ָמְך
. ְבכֹּל אֲ ֶשר ַתע ֲֶשה,ֹלהיָך
ֶ ֱּובֵּ ַרכְ ָך ְיהוָה א

18 It shall not seem hard unto thee, when thou lettest him go free from
thee; for to the double of the hire of a hireling hath he served thee six
years; and the LORD thy God will bless thee in all that thou doest.

