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PARSHAT CHUKAT: WHY DID MOSES HIT THE ROCK?
This guide corresponds to the video: Why Did Moses Hit The Rock?
TEACHER’S GUIDE

POINTS TO PAUSE

DISCUSSION TOPICS

Guide by Dr. Sarah Levy

 BEFORE THE
VIDEO
 0:48

What does it mean to have faith and trust God?
Why was Moses punished in such a way? Why did he hit the rock?

 1:54
 5:17

What does Miriam’s death have to do with the fact that there was no
water?
What does Miriam have to do with wells and water?

 6:07

How many Hebrew words can be spelled with these letters?

 AFTER THE
VIDEO

Why did Moses hit the rock?

FROM PRINCIPLE TO PRACTICE
Rabbi Fohrman discusses how Moses’s hitting the rock instead of talking talk to as God instructed was a
matter of lacking faith. Moses thought that the possibilities for getting water were that either all of the
people had to have faith or Miriam had to have faith, not realizing the third option, pertaining to his faith.
Thinking about our own lives, when have you been forced to have faith? What was the situation, and why
was simply having faith the only option? To what extent was it difficult to have the faith required and
why?

CHECKING FOR UNDERSTANDING
When were the three water crises?
What was Miriam’s role as it pertained to water and wells?
Why did God instruct Moses to speak to the rock instead of to hit it?

PARSHAT CHUKAT: WHY DID MOSES HIT THE ROCK?
STUDENT GUIDE

Instructions: As you watch the video, use the chart below to keep track of the three water crises.

Water Crisis One
When did it occur?

Why did it occur?

What was Miriam’s
role?

What was Moses’s
role?

Water Crisis Two

Water Crisis Three

Student Guide - Sources

PARSHAT CHUKAT: WHY DID MOSES HIT THE ROCK?
ב-א:במדבר כ
ַו ָּיבֹאּו ְבנֵי י ְִש ָּראֵ ל כָּל הָּ עֵ ָּדה ִמ ְדבַ ר צִ ן
ֵׁשב הָּ עָּ ם ְב ָּק ֵדׁש ו ַָּת ָּמת
ֶ בַ חֹ ֶדׁש הָּ ִראׁשֹון ַוי
 וְל ֹא הָּ יָּה ַמיִם:ָּׁשם ִמ ְריָּם ו ִַת ָּקבֵ ר ָּׁשם
:מׁשה וְעַ ל אַ הֲ רֹן
ֶ לָּ עֵ ָּדה וַיִ ָּקהֲ לּו עַ ל

Numbers 20:1-2
The entire congregation of the children of Israel arrived at the
desert of Zin in the first month, and the people settled in
Kadesh. Miriam died there and was buried there. The
congregation had no water; so they assembled against Moses
and Aaron.

Rashi on Numbers 20:2
had no water: From here [we learn that] all forty years they had the well in Miriam’s merit. [Ta’anith 9a]
:מכאן שכל ארבעים שנה היה להם הבאר בזכות מרים: ולא היה מים לעדה

כג-כב:שמות טו
מׁשה אֶ ת י ְִש ָּראֵ ל ִמיַם סּוף ַויֵצְ אּו אֶ ל
ֶ ַויַסַ ע
לׁשת י ִָּמים בַ ִמ ְדבָּ ר וְל ֹא
ֶ ִמ ְדבַ ר ׁשּור ַוי ְֵלכּו ְׁש
 ַו ָּיבֹאּו ָּמ ָּר ָּתה וְל ֹא יָּכְ לּו ִל ְׁשתֹת:ָּמצְ אּו ָּמיִם
ַמיִם ִמ ָּמ ָּרה כִ י ָּמ ִרים הֵ ם עַ ל כֵן ָּק ָּרא ְׁש ָּמּה
:ָּמ ָּרה

Exodus 15:22-23
Moses led Israel away from the Red Sea, and they went out
into the desert of Shur; they walked for three days in the
desert but did not find water. They came to Marah, but they
could not drink water from Marah because it was bitter;
therefore, it was named Marah.

ד:שמות יז
Exodus 17:4
ֱשה
ֶ מׁשה אֶ ל יְהֹ וָּה לֵ אמֹר מָּ ה אֶ ע
ֶ  וַיִ צְ עַ קMoses cried out to the Lord, saying, What shall I do for this
:ּוס ָּקלֻנִ י
ְ  לָּ עָּ ם הַ זֶה עֹוד ְמעַ טpeople? Just a little longer and they will stone me!
יא-ח:במדבר כ
ַקח אֶ ת הַ ַמטֶ ה וְהַ ְקהֵ ל אֶ ת הָּ עֵ ָּדה אַ ָּתה
וְאַ הֲ רֹן אָּ ִחיָך ו ְִדבַ ְר ֶתם אֶ ל הַ סֶ לַ ע ְלעֵ ינֵיהֶ ם
ֵאת לָּ הֶ ם מַ יִם ִמן הַ סֶ לַ ע
ָּ ְונ ַָּתן ֵמימָּ יו וְהֹוצ
 וַיִ ַקח:ית אֶ ת הָּ עֵ ָּדה וְאֶ ת ְבעִ ָּירם
ָּ ו ְִה ְׁש ִק
:מׁשה אֶ ת הַ ַמטֶ ה ִמ ִל ְפנֵי יְהֹ וָּה כַאֲ ֶׁשר צִ ּוָּהּו
ֶ
מׁשה וְאַ הֲ רֹן אֶ ת הַ ָּקהָּ ל אֶ ל ְפנֵי
ֶ ַוי ְַק ִהלּו
ֹאמר לָּ הֶ ם ִׁש ְמעּו נָּא הַ מ ִֹרים הֲ ִמן
ֶ הַ סָּ לַ ע וַי
מׁשה
ֶ  ַוי ֶָּרם:הַ סֶ לַ ע הַ זֶ ה נֹוצִ יא לָּ כֶם ָּמיִם
אֶ ת יָּדֹו ַויְַך אֶ ת הַ סֶ לַ ע ְב ַמטֵ הּו פַ ע ֲָּמיִם
ּוב ִע ָּירם
ְ ַויֵצְ אּו ַמיִם ַר ִבים ו ֵַת ְׁש ְת הָּ עֵ ָּדה

Numbers 20:8-11
"Take the staff and assemble the congregation, you and your
brother Aaron, and speak to the rock in their presence so that
it will give forth its water. You shall bring forth water for
them from the rock and give the congregation and their
livestock to drink." Moses took the staff from before the
Lord as He had commanded him. Moses and Aaron
assembled the congregation in front of the rock, and he said
to them, "Now listen, you rebels, can we draw water for you
from this rock?" Moses raised his hand and struck the rock
with his staff twice, when an abundance of water gushed
forth, and the congregation and their livestock drank.

