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NITZAVIM: FIRE AND BRIMSTONE…AGAIN?
This guide corresponds to the video: Fire and Brimstone... Again?

TEACHER’S GUIDE

POINTS TO PAUSE

Guide by Dr. Sarah Levy

DISCUSSION
TOPICS
PARSHAT VA’ERA: GOD’S NEW
NAME?

§ BEFORE THE
VIDEO
§ 1:40

What happens if someone violates the covenant with God?
Why does the Torah compare to Sodom here?

§ 4:20

Does anything remind us of Sodom here?

§ 5:31

Why does the Torah feel the need to tell us about these people?

§ 9:33

How are Abraham and his descendants meant to be a blessing?

§ AFTER THE
VIDEO

How can we show the world God’s ways?

FROM PRINCIPLE TO PRACTICE
Daniel discusses how there are different ways people be role models, including being virtuous or using the
immoral as role models as to how not to live.
Thinking about our own lives, who are your role models? Are they role models for how to live or how not to
live? What kind of role model are you?

CHECKING FOR UNDERSTANDING
What is Samson Raphael Hirsch’s explanation?
What are the connections between this narrative and Sodom?
What are the sinner and Abraham different in their explanations?

NITZAVIM: FIRE AND BRIMSTONE…AGAIN?
STUDENT GUIDE
Graphic: As you watch the video, use the graphic below to note the overlap between these two narratives.

Parshat
Nitzavim

Sodom

Student Guide - Sources

NITZAVIM: FIRE AND BRIMSTONE…AGAIN?
Deuteronomy 29:18-24

דברים כ״ט

(18)When such a one hears the words of these sanctions, he
may fancy himself immune, thinking, “I shall be safe, though I
follow my own willful heart”—to the utter ruin of moist and dry
alike.
(19)The LORD will never forgive him; rather will the LORD’s
anger and passion rage against that man, till every sanction
recorded in this book comes down upon him, and the LORD
blots out his name from under heaven.
(20)The LORD will single them<i></i> out from all the tribes of
Israel for misfortune, in accordance with all the sanctions of the
covenant recorded in this book of Teaching.
(21)And later generations will ask—the children who succeed
you, and foreigners who come from distant lands and see the
plagues and diseases that the LORD has inflicted upon that land,
(22)all its soil devastated by sulfur and salt, beyond sowing and
producing, no grass growing in it, just like the upheaval of
Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, which the LORD
overthrew in His fierce anger—
(23)all nations will ask, “Why did the LORD do thus to this land?
Wherefore that awful wrath?”
(24)They will be told, “Because they forsook the covenant that
the LORD, God of their fathers, made with them when He freed
them from the land of Egypt;

)י״ח(ְוָהָ֡יה ְבָּשְׁמע֩וֹ ֶאת־ ִדְּב ֵ ֨רי ָ ֽהָאָ֜לה ַה ֗זּ ֹאת
 ִבְּלָב֤בוֹ ֵלאֹמ֙ר ָשׁ֣לוֹם ִֽיְהֶיה־ִ֔לּי ִ֛כּי€ְוִהְתָבּ ֵ ֨ר
 ְלַ֛מַﬠן ְס֥פוֹת ָהָר ָ֖וה ֶאת־€ִבְּשׁ ִר ֥רוּת ִל ִ֖בּי ֵאֵ֑ל
ַהְצֵּמ ָ ֽאה׃
)י״ט(ל ֹא־י ֹאֶ֣בה ְיהָו֮ה ְס֣• ַ ֽח ל֒וֹ ִ֣כּי ָ֠אז ֶיְﬠַ֨שׁן ַאף־
ְיה ָ֤וה ְוִקְנָאת ֙וֹ ָבּ ִ֣אישׁ ַה֔הוּא ְוָ֤רְבָצה בּ ֙וֹ ָכּל־ָ֣הָאָ֔לה
ַהְכּתוָּ֖בה ַבֵּ֣סֶּפר ַה ֶ֑זּה וָּמָ֤חה ְיהָו֙ה ֶאת־ְשׁ֔מוֹ
ִמַ֖תַּחת ַהָשּׁ ָ ֽמִים׃
)כ׳(ְוִהְב ִדּי֤לוֹ ְיהָו֙ה ְלָרָ֔ﬠה ִמֹ֖כּל ִשְׁבֵ֣טי ִיְשָׂרֵ֑אל ְכֹּכ֙ל
ָא֣לוֹת ַהְבּ ִ֔רית ַהְכּתוָּ֕בה ְבֵּ֥סֶפר ַהתּוָֹ֖רה ַה ֶֽזּה׃
)כ״א(ְוָאַ֞מר ַה ֣דּוֹר ָֽהַאֲח֗רוֹן ְבֵּניֶכ֙ם ֲאֶ֤שׁר ָי֙קוּמ ֙וּ
ֵמַ֣אֲחֵריֶ֔כם ְוַ֨הָנְּכ ִ֔רי ֲאֶ֥שׁר ָי ֖ב ֹא ֵמֶ֣אֶרץ ְרחוֹ ָ֑קה ְ֠וָראוּ
ֶאת־ַמ֞כּוֹת ָהָ֤אֶרץ ַהִהו֙א ְוֶאת־ַ֣תֲּחֻלֶ֔איָה ֲאֶשׁר־ִחָ֥לּה
ְיה ָ֖וה ָ ֽבּהּ׃
)כ״ב(ָגְּפ ִ֣רית ָוֶמַל֮ח ְשֵׂרָ֣פה ָכל־ַא ְרָצ֒הּ ֤ל ֹא ִתָזַּר֙ע
ְו ֣ל ֹא ַתְצִ֔מַח ְו ֽל ֹא־ַיֲﬠֶ֥לה ָ֖בהּ ָכּל־ֵ֑ﬠֶשׂב ְֽכַּמְהֵפַּ֞כת
€ְסֹ֤דם ַוֲﬠֹמָר֙ה ַא ְדָ֣מה וצביים ]וְּצבוִֹ֔ים[ ֲאֶשׁ֙ר ָהַ֣פ
ְיהָ֔וה ְבַּא֖פּוֹ וַּבֲחָמֽתוֹ׃
)כ״ג(ְו ָ ֽאְמר ֙וּ ָכּל־ַהגּוִֹ֔ים ַﬠל־ֶ֨מה ָﬠָ֧שׂה ְיה ָ֛וה ָ֖כָּכה
ָלָ֣אֶרץ ַה ֑זּ ֹאת ֶ֥מה ֳח ִ֛רי ָהַ֥אף ַהָגּ ֖דוֹל ַה ֶֽזּה׃
)כ״ד(ְוָ֣אְמ֔רוּ ַ֚ﬠל ֲאֶ֣שׁר ָ ֽﬠ ְז֔בוּ ֶאת־ְבּ ִ֥רית ְיה ָ֖וה ֱא•ֵ֣הי
ֲאֹבָ֑תם ֲאֶשׁ֙ר ָכַּ֣רת ִﬠָ֔מּם ְבּהוִֹצי֥אוֹ ֹאָ֖תם ֵמֶ֥אֶרץ
ִמְצ ָ ֽרִים׃

Genesis 18:17-19

בראשית י״ח

(17)Now the LORD had said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I
am
about to do,
(18)since Abraham is to become a great and populous nation
and all the nations of the earth are to bless themselves by him?
(19)For I have singled him out, that he may instruct his children
and his posterity to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is
just and right, in order that the LORD may bring about for
Abraham what He has promised him.”

)י״ז( ַֽויֹה ָ֖וה ָאָ֑מר ַֽהְמַכֶ֤סּה ֲאִנ ֙י ֵֽמַאְבָרָ֔הם ֲאֶ֖שׁר
ֲא ִ֥ני ֹע ֶ ֽשׂה׃
)י״ח(ְוַ֨אְבָרָ֔הם ָה ֧יוֹ ִֽיְה ֶ֛יה ְל ֥גוֹי ָגּ ֖דוֹל ְוָﬠ֑צוּם ְוִ֨נְב ְרכוּ
֔בוֹ ֹ֖כּל גּוֹ ֵ֥יי ָה ָ ֽאֶרץ׃
)י״ט( ִ֣כּי ְיַדְﬠִ֗תּיו ְלַמַﬠ֩ן ֲאֶ֨שׁר ְיַצֶ֜וּה ֶאת־ָבָּ֤ניו ְוֶאת־
 ְיהָ֔וה ַלֲﬠ֥שׂוֹת ְצָד ָ֖קה€ֵבּית ֙וֹ ַאֲח ָ ֔ריו ְו ָ ֽשְׁמר ֙וּ ֶ֣דֶּר
וִּמְשָׁ֑פּט ְלַ֗מַﬠן ָה ִ֤ביא ְיהָו֙ה ַﬠל־ַאְבָרָ֔הם ֵ֥את
ֲאֶשׁר־ ִדֶּ֖בּר ָﬠ ָ ֽליו׃

